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                I appreciate the thoughtful and measured, but ultimately unsettling response from Richard Kiely as it provides me with the opportunity to expand on one of the key points I wish to promote. I say ‘thoughtful and measured’ because he saw some merit in my arguments, but also quite rightly pointed out areas of vagueness that left him wanting specifics. ‘Unsettling’ because I feel Kiely is not aware of the extent to which recent research has advanced our understanding of the brain and our genome, and the potential it has for pedagogy. Further, by taking a sweeping quote from a news magazine that calls neuroscience a ‘futurological, land-grabbing fad of the moment’ (Appleyard 2014: 25), he does not help his argument.
Occasionally, when one’s carefully considered ideas are termed ‘radical’ and ‘deterministic’, one is disappointed, if not defensive. However, if my promotion of an infusion of neuroscience and genetics into language teaching research (LTR) is considered as such, I will take it in the same spirit as the theory of continental drift may have been taken in the 1920s, and the theory of asteroid destruction that killed off the dinosaurs 65-million years ago was taken in the 1980s. Admittedly, the direction of LTR cannot be compared with these historic moments in radicalism, which eventually became mainstream; yet there may be parallels.
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